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UNIT III: VIJAYNAGARA EMPIRE, BAHAMANI KINGDOM. ADMINISTRATION AND SOCIO-CULTURAL 

ASPECTS:

VIJAYNAGARA  EMPIRE:  The  name  is  composed  of  two  words,  VIJAYA,  “victory,”  and

NAGARA, “city,” which mean city of victory. The early history of Vijaynagara is shrouded

in obscurity. Robert Sewell accepted the tradition according to which five sons of Sangama

of whom Hairhara and Bukka were the most eminent, laid the foundation of the city and

kingdom  of  Vijaynagara  ,  on  the  southern  bank  of  Tungabadra  facing  the  fortress  of

Anegundi on the  northern bank. They got their inspiration from the celebrated Brahmana

sage  and  scholar  of  the  day,  Madhava  Vidaranya  and  his  brother  Sayan,  the  famous

commentator on the Vedas.

The significance of the Vijaynagara Empire  in the history  of India  is that for three centuries

it stood  for the older  religion and culture of the country and save them from being  engulfed

by  new ideas and forces. It also indirectly prevented the extension of the influence of the

Bahamani kingdom and its offshoots in the north, where the power of the Delhi Sultanate had

been considerably weakened, by keeping them constantly engaged in the south.

The Vijayanagar Empire was founded in 1336 AD by Harihara I and his brother Bukka Raya 

I in Deccan in the wake of the rebellions against Tughluq rule. The empire is named after its 

capital city of Vijayanagar. The ruins of this city which surround modern World Heritage site

Hampi can be found in modern Karnataka, India. Although the empire continued to exist till 

1646 AD, it lost its importance in 1565 AD after a key military defeat (The battle of Talikota)

by the Deccan Sultanates.

The  empire  extended  over  the  southern  part  of  India  which  included  the  territories  of

Trichinopally, Mysore, Kanara, Chingalpet and Kanchivaram . It was on the south bank of

Tungabhadra  River.  The  empire  was  always  at  war  with  Bahamani  kingdom and  other

Muslim  rulers  of  northern  Deccan,  collectively  referred  as  Deccan  sultanates.

There were four dynasties which ruled over Vijayanagar- 

i. Sangama  Dynasty,  ii.  Saluva  Dynasty,  iii.  Tuluva  Dynasty  and   iv.  Aravidu

Dynasty.
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i. Sangama Dynasty

The first dynasty of Vijaynagara is named after Sangama. It was the first dynasty to rule over

the Vijaynagar empire. The founders of the empire, Harihara I and Bukka belonged to this

dynasty.  It  ruled  from 1334  AD to  1485  AD. In  the  time  of  Harihara  and  Bukka  I,  the

Vijaynagar kingdom brought under its  influence many principalities and divisions, including

most of the Hoysala territory.   The chronicle of Nuniz gives a definite account of how the

sovereigns of Vijayanagar first began to acquire the power which afterwards became so

extensive. This account may or may not be accurate in all details, but it at least tallies fairly

with the epigraphical and other records of the time. According to him, Muhammad Taghlaq

of Delhi, having reduced Gujarat, marched southwards through the Dakhan Balaghat, or high

lands above the western ghats, and a little previous to the year 1336 seized the town and

fortress of Anegundi. Its chief was slain, with all the members of his family. After a futile

attempt togovern this territory by means of a deputy, Muhammad raised to the dignity of

chief of the state its late minister, a man whom Nuniz calls “Deorao,” for “Deva Raya.” or

Harihara Deva I. The new chief founded the city of Vijayanagar on the south bank of the

river opposite Anegundi and made his residence there,  with the aid of the great religious

teacher Madhava, wisely holding that to place the riverbetween him and the ever-marauding

Moslems was to  establish  himself  and his  people  in  a  condition  of  greater  security  than

before. He was succeeded by “one called Bucarao” (Bukka), who reigned thirty-seven years,

and the next king was the latter’s son, “Pureoyre Deo” (Harihara Deva II.). Harihara I. and

Bukka were the first two kings and were brothers, while the third king, Harihara II., was

certainly  the son of  Bukka. The city  of  Vijayanagar,  thus  founded about  the  year  1335,

speedily grew in importance and became the refuge of the outcasts, refugees, and fighting

men  of  the  Hindus,  beaten  and  driven  out  of  their  old  strongholds  by  the  advancing

Muhammadans.   The first rulers of Vijayanagar, however, did not dare to call themselves

kings, nor did even the Brahmans do so who composed the text of their early inscriptions.

The inscription referred to of Harihara in 1340 calls him “Hariyappa VODEYA,” the former

name being less honourable than “Harihara,” and the latter definitely entitling him to rank

only as a chieftain.  Moreover, the Sanskrit title given him is MAHAMANDALESVARA,

which  may  be  translated  “great  lord”  —  not  king.  And  the  same  is  the  case  with  his

successor,  Bukka,  in  two  inscriptions,  one  of  which  is  dated  in  1353.  Already  in  1340

Harihara  is  said  to  have  been  possessed  of  very  large  territories,  and  he  was  the

2



acknowledged  overlord  of  villages  as  far  north  as  the  Kaladgi  district,  north  of  the

Malprabha, a country that had been overrun by Muhammad Taghlaq. That this was not a

mere  empty  boast  is  shown by the  fact  that  a  fort  was  built  in  that  year  at  Badami  by

permission of Harihara. And thus we see the first chief of Vijayanagar quietly, and perhaps

peacefully, acquiring great influence and extensive possessions. These so rapidly increased

that  Bukka’s  successor,  Harihara  II.,  styles  himself  RAJADHIRAJA, “king of  kings,”  or

emperor

Harihara I (1336-1343 AD) He along with Bukka I was the founder of the Vijayanagra 

kingdom.  He was also known as Vira Harihara I and Hakka.  He reigned, according to the 

chronicle, seven years, “and did nothing therein but pacify the kingdom, which he left in 

complete tranquillity.”His death, would have taken place about the year 1343. Nuniz relates 

that he founded a temple in honour of the Brahman hermit, his protector.

This was the great temple at Hampe close to the river, which is still in full preservation and is

the only one among the massive shrines erected at the capital in which worship is still carried 

on; the others were remorselessly wrecked and destroyed by the Muhammadans in 1565. the 

traveller Ibn Batuta refers to this king under the name of “Haraib” or “Harib” in or about the 

year 1342. If the traditions collated by Nuniz, according to which Harihara I. lived at peace 

during the seven years of his reign, be true, his death must have occurred before 1344, 

because in that year, as we learn from other sources, Krishna, son of Pratapa Rudra of 

Warangal, took refuge at Vijayanagar, and, in concert with its king and with the surviving 

Ballala princes of Dvarasamudra, drove back the Muhammadans, rescued for a time part of 

the Southern Dakhan country, and prepared the way for the overthrow of the sovereignty of 

Delhi south of the Vindhyas. therefore, that Harihara died in or about the year A.D. 1343.

Bukka I (1343AD- 1379 AD) Harihara’s brother, Bukka I. (“Bucarao”), and according to

Nuniz he reigned thirty-seven years, conquering in that time all the kingdoms of the south,

even including Orissa (Orya According to the chronicle, therefore, the death of Bukka I., as

we must call him, took place about the year A.D. 1380. As to inscriptions of his reign, Dr.

Hultzsch mentions  that  they  cover  the  period  from about  1354  to  1371,  while  the  first

inscription of his successor, Harihara II., is dated in 1379.[35] If, then, Bukka I. reigned till

1379, Bukka I. did in fact reign thirty-six years, though not thirty-seven — A.D. 1343 to

1379. He expanded the empire by defeating the Shambuvaraya kingdom of Arcot and the

Reddis of Kondavidu by 1360. He defeated the Sultan of Madurai and extended the territory

into the south all the way to Rameswaram. During Bukka’s reign, the capital of the empire
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was established at Vijayanagara which was more secure than the previous capital Anegondi.

In 1374 Bukka I sent an embassy to China and he died in A.D. 1378-1379. Meanwhile in another

story from an inscription on copper-plates which is preserved in the Collector’s  office at

Nellore  and  carefully  edited  by  Mr.  H.  Krishna  Sastri  described  that  Bukka  I.,  who

undoubtedly was a man of war, usurped the throne. It asserts that the father of Harihara I.,

who was  named  Samgama,  had five  sons.  The  eldest  was  Harihara  himself,  the  second

Kampa, and the third Bukka. There is extant an inscription of Bukka dated in 1354, and there

is this Nellore inscription dated in 1356. The latter  comes from a faroff country near the

eastern coast, and it relates that Kampa succeeded Harihara, and that Samgama II., son of

Kampa, succeeded his father, and granted a village in the Nellore district to the Brahmans on

a date which corresponds to May 3, A.D. 1356. It implies that Samgama had succeeded his

father Kampa exactly a year previous to the grant. Thus it claims that Kampa was king from

1343 to 1355. We know nothing more of this, and there is only one other document at present

known to exist which was executed in the reign either of Kampa or of Samgama . This is

alluded  to  by  Mr.  Krishna  Sastri,  who  refers  us  to  the  colophon  of  the  MADHAVIYA

DHATUVRITTI, according to which its author, Sayanacharya, uterine brother of the great

Madhavacharya, was minister to king Samgama, son of Kampa. The only possible inference

is that the succession to Harihara was disputed, and that somehow Bukka got the upper hand

and at least as early as 1354 declared himself king, afterwards claiming to have immediately

succeeded Harihara. It will be seen farther on that in almost every case the kingdom was

racked with dissension on the demise of the sovereign, and that year after year the members

of the reigning family were subjected to violence and murder in order that one or other of

them might establish himself as head of the State. 

Harihara Raya II (1379-1399 AD)

Bukka I. was succeeded by Harihara II., his son by his wife Gauri. Nuniz calls the new king

“Pureoyre Deorao,” and “Pureoyre” seems to be a rough Portuguese version of the name

Harihara.  According to the inscriptions, Harihara II.  He reigned  twenty years, and he was

the first king who gave himself imperial titles under the style of MAHARAJADHIRAJA. He

gave many grants to the temples, and consolidated the supremacy of his dynasty over all

Southern India. Sayana, brother of Madhavacharya, appears to have been his chief minister,

as he was to King Samgama II. Mudda is mentioned in two inscriptions of A.D. 1379 and

1382 as the king’s general. Another of his generals was called Iruga. He was son of Chaicha,

minister  of Bukka II.  His name appears  on a pillar  in  a Jain temple  near Kamalapura at

Vijayanagar in an inscription bearing date A.D. 1385; which proves that the king was tolerant
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inreligious matters. There seems also to have been a general named Gunda living in his reign,

but his date is uncertain. According to another inscription, King Harihara early in his reign

expelled  the  Muhammadans  from  Goa;  and  the  last  inscription  of  his  reign  at  present

discovered  mentions that one Bachanna Udaiyar was then governor of that place. The king’s

wife,  or  one  of  his  principal  wives,  was  Malladevi,  or  Mallambika.  The  extent  of  his

domination is shown by the fact that inscriptions of his reign are found in Mysore, Dharwar,

Conjeeveram, Chingleput, and Trichinopoly. He was a worshipper of Siva under the form

Virupaksha, but appears to have been singularly tolerant of other religions. The latest actual

date of the reign afforded by inscriptions is October 15, A.D. 1399. 

In the cold weather of 1398, Bukka II son of Harihara II conducted a raid northwards of the

Bahamani  territory, with his father’s permission, with a view to seizing the Raichur Doab,

situated between the river Krishna and the river Tungaabadra which was a bone of contention

between  the  Vijaynagara  and  Empire  and  the  Bahamani  kingdom.  He was  opposed  and

defeated by Firuz Shah Bahmani and a peace was concluded by the middle of 1399, Firuz

exacting a heavy indemnity. But as several inscriptions show, the reign of Harihara II saw

the extension of Vijaynagar authority over the whole of Southern India, including Mysore,

Kanara, Chingleput, Trichinopoly and Conjeeveram( Kanchi). Harihara II was a worshipper

of Siva under the form of Virupaksa, but was tolerant of other religions. After his death the

succession to the throne was  disputed for some time among his sons.

Bukka II 

The new king, his eldest son, Bukka II., must have been a man of middle age, as he had a son

old  enough  to  take  the  field  with  him  before  he  himself  came  to  thethrone.“This  king

(‘Pureoyre’),” says Nuniz, “had a son, who by his death inherited the kingdom, who was

called Ajarao; and he reigned forty-three years, in which time he was always at war with the

Moors. The names and lengths of reigns given to “Ajarao’s” successors by our chronicler

prove that by  Ajarao” he means two kings, Bukka II. and his successor, Deva Raya I.; and

the period covered by their combined reigns was only fourteen years, not forty three. Bukka

was followed on the throne of Vijayanagar by his brother Deva Raya I., the date of whose

coronation is fixed by an inscription at Hasan in Mysore as November 5, 1406

Deva Raya I. (A.D. 1406 to 1419)
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. Deva Raya I, however secured the throne for himself on 5 th November, 1406. He met some

reverses in his wars with the Bahamani Sultan and died in the year A.D. 1422. Deva Raya I.

lived till at least 1412 A.D., and was succeeded by his son Vira- Vijaya, whom Nuniz calls

“Visaya,” and who, he says, reigned six years. 

Devaraya II

His eldest son, Deva Raya II., is dated Monday, June 26, 1424 — 25. Nuniz gives Deva Raya

II. a reign of twenty-five years. . Though Deva Raya II’s wars with the Bahmanis ended in

defeat and loss, his reign was marked by reorganisation of the administration. To compete

with the Bahamanis, Musslamans were admitted by him into the army. And to control and

regulated trade he appointed his right  hand man, Lakkanna or laksmana to the lordship of the

southern sea, that is in charge of overseas commerce. Nicolo Conti and Abdur Razzaq, an

envoy from Persia, visited Vijaynagara in 1420 and 1443 respectively; and they have left

glowing  descriptions  of  the  city  and  the  Empire  of  Vijaynagar.  In  fact  the  empire  now

extended over the whole of South India, reaching the shores of Ceylon and attained the zenith

of its prosperity during the first dynasty. Deva Raya II died in A.D. 1446 and was succeeded by

his eldest surviving son, Malikarjuna, who repelled a combined attack on his capital by the

Bahmani Sultan and the Raja of the Hindu Kingdom of Orissa and was able to keep his

kingdom intact during  his rule. Which lasted till about A.D. 1465. It was during thes reign that

the  Saluva  chief  Narasimha  of  Chandragiri,  whose  ancestors  had  served  the  vijaynagara

kingdom faithfully as its feduatories, rose into prominence and resisted the aggressions of the

Bahmani kingdom and the kingom of Orissa. But Malikkarjuna’s successor, Virupaksha II,

proved to be an incompetent ruler. Confusion and disorder followed, taking advantage , some

of the provinces revolted, The Bahmani advanced into the Doab between the Krishna and the

Tungabadra  and   Raja  Purusottama  Gajapati  of  Orissa  advanced  as  far  south  as

Tiruvannamalai.  To save the kingdom from these dangers,  narasimha Saluva deposed his

worthless master and seized the throne for himself in about A.D> 1480. Thus the Snagam

dynasty ws overthrown by what has been called the “ first Usurpation” and Vijaynar passed

under the Saluva dynasty.
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